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KOUNNELLIS | BASSIRI AT BIBLIOTECA ANGELICA

NATURE, IN ITS WIDE VARIETY, SHINES OF ALL I'TS GENUINE BEAUTY IN THE GOLDEN LIGHT SPILLING FROM THOSE BLAZING SUN FIBERS OF LIFE FOR ITS OWN
LIVELIHOOD.

IN THE OLDEST PUBLIC LIBRARY OF EUROPE, BIBLIOTECA ANGELICA, SUN RAYS FILTER THROUGH THE GLASSES OF HIGH WINDOWS, ENLIGHTENING THAT
PRECIOUS INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE OF WARM AND FRUITFUL GLOW. THE HALO OF MAJESTIC DECADENCE THAT THE PASSAGE OF TIME HAS IMPRESSED ON THE
COVERS OF THE BOOKS SURROUNDS THE ROUGH CRUSTS OF BREAD LOAVES COMING OUT OF THE BARE JUTE SACKS, WHICH JANNIS KOUNELLIS PLACED ALL
OVER THE STUDY TABLES. IT FEELS TO BE IN THE MIDDLE OF A PETRIFIED FIELD, WHERE THE FINAL PRODUCT HAS TAKEN THE PLACE OF A PRIMARY RAW
MATERIAL, WHILST THE INTENSE SMELL OF THE GRAIN MIXED WITH THE THE AGED PAPER FILL UP OUR LUNGS. THE BREAD, ANCESTRAL SYMBOL OF PHYSICAL
AND SPIRITUAL FOOD, IS WARMED BY THE IMAGINARY BEAMS OF AN IMPOSINGLY MAGMATIC RED SUN MADE BY BIZHAN BASSIRI, WHICH HANGS SUSPENDED IN
THE AIR, BREAKING AS AN UNEXPECTED EPIPHANIC PHENOMENON THE GEOMETRIC RHYTHM OF THOSE DARK WOODEN SHELVES. THE NOURISHMENT, THUS
THE LIFE IN ITS MOST ESSENTIAL FORM, IS AT THE CENTER OF THE SILENT, DIALECTICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TWO ARTWORKS, WHICH STRONGLY AFFECTS
ON VIEWERS’ THOUGHTS, PUSHING THEM THROUGH A DENSE NETWORK OF CULTURAL REFERENCES THAT LEADS TO A CONCRETE REFLECTION ON THEIR OWN
LIVED EXPERIENCES.

THE NAKED LUNCH OF A PAST RATIONAL TRADITION IS SERVED WITH THE SOLID AND INSTANTANEOUS CONTEMPORARY CULTURE, AND DEVOUTLY OFFERED
TO THOSE RECEPTIVE MINDS STARVING FOR KNOWLEDGE.
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